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THE SUESTION FH THIS STAGE OF THD RED THD Urd- ApDUCTEDS
MOVEMENT IS8, NOT ©ARD THIY JOR REAL?YY GTORIED GF BRACESHIR

HIDNAFFINGS AND EXTRATERRESTRIAL OFERATING ROOMS HAVE BEEN AROUND
CAMD IN PRINTS :’"uf( YEARS MOW, AND ARE A SBTARFLD O NEW AGE
MY THOLOGY. TELEVISION AND FILM HAVE LONG SINCE CLIMBED AROARD FOR

THD RIDTL THE NUMHEN G HUMAN BURJECTS BAIL TO HAVE BIEN WHIGKED
GO AND EXPERIMENTID OM BY BUG-EYED NONEARTHLINGS I UR TO 3
MILLION GR MORD. D7 THAT I8 PURE POP-CULTURE LUNARCY, IT IG5 LUNACY
N A GRAND SOALE INDEED. <

IN 199, f CONFERENMCE AT MIT ON THE ABDUCTION PHENOMENON BROUGHT
TOGETHER AN ODD AGGLOMERATION SCIENTIBETS, UFOLOGIBETS AND ARDUCTIES.
ITFOANY EVENT COULD VALIDATE THE INTEREST IN REPORTS OF LITTLI GRAY
BEINGS AMND NOCTURNAL SMNATCHINGE -~ SHORT GF AN ACTUAL SRUCTR LANDING

ITOWAS THE PRESENCE OF SUCH A SYMPOSTIUM ON THE CAMRUES OF
AMERICRY S LEADING RESEARCH UNIVERSITY. EVEN IF MIT DID NOT
OFrICIAaLLY SPONSOR THE COLLOGUIUM. <

AMONG THOBE IN ATTENDANCE WRAS L. D. B, BRYAM, AUTHOR OF
CUFRIENDLY FIRE®Y AND OTHER CAREFULLY MODELED WORKS OF NONFICTION.
BRYAN, A SHERTIC OM THE SURJIECT OF ETE AND UFO0B, WAS INT NIGULD
ENCOUGH BY WHAT HE SAKW AND HEARD TO &0 BACHK AND EXFAND URPON THE
CONFERENCE AGENDA. OVER THE ENBUING MONTHES, BERYAN IH"}E'?‘.«’IEHL MANY
FRETICTIPANTS AT LEMGTH, INCLUDING TWO WOMEN Nl O ARE SAID TO HAVE
UNLL_F(C:GHC M IFLE ABDUCTIONG. THE REBULT .LS CLOBD ENCOUNTIRG OF
THLD TOURTH KINDG,? A ROOK "H"H. 15 LAUDABLE FOR ITS FATRENESS AND
THOROUGHNESS, IF LITTLE ELEE. ¢

THE GQUESTION BEEMS TO ME ""CJ BE DO OWE REALLY NEDID ANOTHINR BOOH
LIME THISYY Y OND O THAT SIFTE THROUGH THE TESTINMOMNY OF " "MIBEING
TIME® ' EFISODES AND HYPNOTIOALLY RECOVERED MEMORIED, WEIGHD ALL THE
EVIDENCE GF NOSE IMPLANTS AND GOVERNMNMENT COVERUPE, STRIKEIE ALl THE
FRFEPROPRIATELY SKERTICAL NOTES AND WIMDE UR CONCLUDING THAT, WELL,
WHO CAN SAY FOR SBUREY MAYEE THEY ARE lmHL, MAYERE NOT. <

THIS; 1 \tJHMH T8 A DIFFERENT MATTER.

TO REFHRE IF YO WERE TO COMMIGSI0ON aULH A ROGH - GPTER BUDD
HORM NG TER WHITLEY STREIBER, AFTER JOHM MACK, THE HARVARD
I:‘ ROFESSOR CURRBERNTLY UNDER FIRE FOR PBYCHIATRICALLY MINISTIRING TO

ECENTLY BEAMED-AROARD - WHOM WOULD vOU NOMINATE TO WRITE IT? A
BURURULOUSELY NEUTRAL, SCIENTIFICALLY LITERATE JOURNALIGT LIHE

'f'(f\ YN O, SARY, 'T‘Cif‘"l WOLFE? MARM LEYMER? GONZO FABULIST HUNTER B
"Uf" l— %U“"E’ 'H ARG MORMAN METLEH, WHO WDL‘LD SURELY SRCRIFICE
~VE PFOHE COWLD INJEDT A L E CRLDLY POETRY INTO
2y DOMNI-THAT MIX Uf* R ORY AND THEC .
i 1)(.” U7 OMERSMN OTO DISMISE THE ILE BRYSON PROFILES A BORES O
CRAZIES; THAT ..\’* EME POINTL S r’i‘»b r%L-l LOHARE ARGUED, FND ERYAN TEMDE
TO CONCUR, T = I8 NO EVIDENCE ai'.i':}'x‘" ARDUCTEES SUFFER FROM ANY
RECOGNT ZRE.E f‘fn:;f“i"t"l'-':%‘ FLLMESS., NOR ARE THEY CQETEMBIRLY IN THIB FOR
T FONEY O NMOTORI E"I“'»’. O THE VIEW OF MOBT LJI WWOLAVE DEBRIEFED THEM
BACHK ON PLANET ZR) ‘]“, T "L ;"L. LE BRI FRIGHTION :...D-, SELLUCTANT
WITNESSES WHO AFE FAR MORE LIHELY TO GET RIDICULED THAN RICH. IN
SHORT, THEY HRVE L I 'T CTLE T GRIN - AND MUCH TO LOBE - By GOING
eiBlL B0 WITH THEIR STORIES.

HOWEVER - AND HERE'S THE FROBLEM - THEIR STORIES ALSO HAVE A
DEFRESSING SAMENESS TO THEM, A NARRATIVE CONSISTENCY THAT IS EBOTH
HAIR-RATSING AND CURIOUSLY EANAL. TO RESEARCHERS LIKE HOFKINS AND
MACK, THAT I5 GOOD. CONSISTENCY EGUALS CREDIRILITY. FOR BRYAN'S
FURFOSES, IT IS NOT S0 GOOD. WE HAVE SEEN THESE LITTLE GRAY
CREATURES BEFCORE, MOST RECENTLY IN A CES MINISERIES. WE KNOW WHAT
THEY LOOK LIKE AND WHAT THEY'RE ALLEGEDLY UP TO. AT THIS JUNCTURE,
IT WOULD BE NEWS ONLY IF THE ALIENS SAT DOWN FOR A DIANE SAWYER
INTERVIEW OR BUZZED THE WHITE HOUSE. ¢

ERYAN TRIES HARD TO BREATHE LIFE, IF.NOT SUSFENSE, INTO HIS
SHOFWORN MATERIAL. THE FIRST HALF OF THE BOOK, ALMOST WHOLLY
DEVOTED TO THE MIT GATHERING, IS5 A SOLID OVERVIEW O TIC FIELD FOR
READERS WHO HAVE NOT YET DIFFED INTC STANDARD TEXTS LIKE HOFKING?
OR MACK'S. IT FICKS UF MOMENTUM WITH THE INTERVIEWS THEMSELVES AND
IN THE OND IS REASONAELY FAITHFUL TO THE THEORIES OF THOSE WHO,
LIKE MACK, OFFER A THEOLOGICAL OR METARHYSICAL UNDERFINNING TO THE
FHENOMENON. YET THE OVERALL ACHIEVEMENT IS LESS THAN THE SUM OF ITS
FARTS. (

ERYAN SERVES AS AN ABLE STAND-IN FOR THE SKERTICAL INGUIRER IN
ALL OF US. BUT IT ISN'T ENOUGH. WITHOUT COMRELLING FHYSICAL
EVIDENCE OR UNIMPEACHABLE EYEWITNESS TESTIMONY, AEDUCTION STORIES
ARE MORE LIKELY TO WIND UF IN BEST-SELLING EOOKS AND TAELOID TALK
SHOWS THAN ON THE FRONT FAGES OF MAJOR NEWSPAFERS. CALL THEM CLOSE
ENCOUNTERS OF THE FROTH KIND. ¢

'AND CALL ME WHEN TOM WOLFE SIGNS ON FOR THE MISSION. ¢
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“CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE FOURTH KINDI ¢
ALIEN AEDUCTION, UFOS, AND THE CONFERENCE AT MIT(

BY C. D. E. BRYAN(
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